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UM JOURNALISM STUDENT EARNS PRESTIGIOUS INTERNSHIP
MISSOULA—
Patia Stephens, formerly of Whitefish, is one of a handful of applicants across the nation to
land a prestigious Dow Jones Newspaper Fund Inc. editing internship. Stephens, a junior majoring
in journalism at The University of Montana-Missoula, will help edit the Internet edition of the SunSentinel newspaper in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
The paid internship will last 10 to 12 weeks. In May, Stephens will receive a training
residency at the University of Missouri-Columbia before departing for work at the Sun-Sentinel,
which has a circulation of about 255,000 during the week and 370,000 on Sunday. The online
edition she will edit is updated four times daily. The internship includes a $1,000 scholarship.
“This is one of the best (journalism) internships in the country,” said Dennis Swibold, UM
associate professor of journalism. “It’s fairly competitive.”
To earn the internship, Stephens filled out an application and wrote an essay. She also scored
well on a brutal 60-minute test.
Stephens is a former employee of the Whitefish Pilot, and she currently works as a news
assistant for UM’s University Relations.
DJNF is a nonprofit foundation whose purpose is to encourage students to consider careers in
journalism. Scholarship funds and program grants are provided by DJNF by the Dow Jones
Foundation and news organizations that hire interns. The fund has operated intern programs for
college students for 37 years.
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